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Hearing Report 
 

Date:  June 21, 2011 

City:  Ft. Walton Beach 

Location:  Ft. Walton Beach High School 

Time:  6:00pm-9:00pm 

Number of Speakers: 36 

Total Attendance:  141 

 

The Ft. Walton Beach public hearing was held in the library/media center at Ft. Walton Beach High 

School (400 Hollywood Boulevard, Ft. Walton Beach, 32548). A map with directions to the hearing and 

parking instructions was posted on the internet prior to the meetings. Legislative staff posted signs 

throughout the school to point the public towards the library. Staff provided assistance at the hearing by 

answering questions and displaying district building software outside the meeting room. The meeting 

was advertised in the Northwest Florida Daily News June 18-21, and an op-ed jointly authored by the 

Chairman Gaetz and Chairman Weatherford was published in the Northwest Florida Daily News on 

June 19. Notice of the meeting was published on each chamber’s website, and the public was invited to 

the meetings via social media websites.  The hearing was streamed live on The Florida Channel’s 

website, recorded, and subsequently re-aired.  Thirty-six people signed up to speak at the hearing, which 

was attended by 141 people.  Seven senators and twenty-four representatives were present at this 

hearing.  After hearing testimony and gathering input from the public, legislators at the meeting were 

given an opportunity to comment.  
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